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to-be-forgotten Robert Montgomery. All these
poetasters merely emphasised and justified Henry
Taylor's protest. In genuine poetry of a highly
imaginative cast there appeared, almost wholly
unregarded, " Pauline " and " Paracelsus/' and in
1838 Miss Barrett produced, in defiance of the
taste of the age, her irregular and impassioned
" Seraphim." None of these publications, however,
disturbed in the least degree the supremacy of the
school of good sense, or threatened that " equipoise
of reason " which the disciples of Southey thought
that they had fixed for ever. Poetry was to preserve
its logical judgment; it was never to " let itself go."
The cardinal importance of Bailey's "Festus" is
that it was the earliest direct counterblast to this
scheme of imaginative discipline, and that when it
appeared in 1839 the walls built up by Henry
Taylor's arrogant preface immediately began to
crumble down.

II

The extraordinary poem which thus recalled
English literature to the ecstatic after a period of
bondage to the static, and attracted the astonishment
of the public by leading a successful revolt against
baldness, against what a critic of the time called
" the pride of natural barrenness," was the work of
an extremely young man. Philip James Bailey
was born in Nottingham on April 22,1816. He was
the son of a journalist of an excellent provincial